Commentary

Line 97. Harry has crossed the frontier

The frontier between a naturally and a supernaturaUy
directed life, that may end in martyrdom, and where the
danger is not death, or discomfort, but evil.
Line 114. You remember what I said to you ?

See I. ii. 71.

Lines 117-18. Of course it was much too late then, for any-
thing to come to me

It was too late for any hope of Harry's asking her to
marry him, she thinks; but in fact, he came near to it,
but the Eumenides appeared to prevent him.
Line 149. To become a missionary

An astounding leap of Amy's intuition, considering all
things; she has taken in and digested Harry's vague self-
poetising at the end of the previous scene, picked upon his
phrase

A care over lives of humble people

and translated the whole unheard-of situation into the
practical terms of a career it had never entered her head to
imagine for him before* She is even a jump ahead of Harry
in the matter.
Line 205. The buOrdog in the BurlingjLm Arcade

The Burlington Arcade is a covered way, with shops on
either side, joining Piccadilly and Burlington Gardens, in
London. In 1939 there was a shop, towards the northern end,
that had a stuffed bull-dog prominently displayed, which
is still remembered by many. It had been, in life, a pet of
the owner of the shop. The shop was bombed during the
war and, together with the dog, destroyed.
Line 206. What if every moment...

Uncle Charles means how exciting life would be if our
imagination were always on the alert and capable of
surprise. One of his better sayings.
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